
"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Welcome to 

The Annual Academic 

WorldQuest Competition

January 30, 2010 

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by 

The World Affairs Councils of America   

and 

The Foreign Policy Association

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Thanks to all of our 

Volunteers



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

How to Play . . .
•There are 10 rounds of 10 questions 
each.

•All the questions are multiple choice.

•You have 30 seconds for each 
question. 

•Team captains circle the selection on 
the answer sheet. 
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How to Play . . .
•Runners will collect answer sheets 
after each round. 

•Make sure your school’s name ( and 
“A” or “B” designation) is on the 
answer sheet! 

•After each round, the MC will review 
all the right answers. 
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Scoring…
•1 point for each right answer. 

•No penalty for wrong answers. 

•If there is a tie for the 1st place, a 
sudden-death tie breaker will be 
played. 
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Flags of Countries
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4. Which country has adopted the flag of 
the former United Arab Republic, 
symbolizing dedication to Arab 
unification?

A. Syria *
B. Yemen
C. Jordan
D. Kuwait
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7. The flag of which country, containing a 
Y-shape symbolizing the coming 
together of many parts and the 
merging of past and present, was first 
raised in 1994?

A. Chad
B. Kenya
C. South Africa *
D. Nigeria
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10. The blue and white flag of which 
country incorporates a central 
golden sun, called the “Sun of May,”  
with a human face on its disc?

A. Bolivia
B. Venezuela
C. Argentina *
D. Panama
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11. What neighboring countries in South 
America have flags with three stripes 
with the same three colors, yellow, 
blue, and red?

A. Bolivia, Peru, and Brazil
B. Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay
C. Paraguay, Bolivia, and Argentina
D. Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela *
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12. Which country‟s flag has blue and 
white stripes and a red triangle of
Masonic origin, symbolizing liberty, 
equality, and fraternity?

A. Cuba *
B. Israel
C. Greece
D. Dominican Republic
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13. The red and white flag of which 
country is thought to be the oldest 
national flag in continuous use?

A. Italy
B. Denmark *
C. Sweden
D. Norway
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16. The flag of the International Red 
Cross, a red cross on a white field, is 
the reverse of the flag of which 
country?

A. Norway
B. Switzerland *
C. Sweden
D. Iceland
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19.This flag represents a country located 
on two continents.

A. Turkey (Western Asia & Eastern Europe) *
B. Russia (Northern Asia & Eastern Europe)
C. Kazakhstan  (Central Asia & Eastern Europe)
D. Georgia (Eastern Europe & Western Asia)
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23.This unique flag represents what 
country?

A. Nepal *
B. Maldives
C. Malaysia
D. Syria
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25.Name the country represented by this 
flag.

A. Panama *
B. Saint Lucia
C. Jamaica
D. Costa Rica
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Round 2

Monuments and 

Landmarks

Academic WorldQuest 2010
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2. Which of these U.S. presidents does 
not have a monument erected to him 
in Washington, DC?

A. Thomas Jefferson
B. Abraham Lincoln
C. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
D. John F. Kennedy *
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4. Which was the first National Park 
established in the U.S.?

A. Grand Canyon
B. Yosemite
C. Yellowstone *
D. Zion
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9. In what country is the Pyramid of the 
Sun located?

A. Mexico *
B. Guatemala
C. Brazil
D. Peru
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10.Which building in London has the 
famous Clock Tower, also called Big 
Ben?

A. Westminster Abbey
B. Buckingham Palace
C. Parliament Building *
D. Kensington Palace
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11.What is the highest mountain in the 
world?

A. K2
B. Mount Everest *
C. Mount McKinley
D. Kanchenjunga
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12.In what country is the Cape of Good 
Hope?

A. Argentina
B. India
C. South Africa *
D. Chile
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14.Machu Picchu, voted one of the New 7 
Wonders of the world, is located in 
what country?

A. Ecuador
B. Peru *
C. Venezuela
D. Uruguay
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15.The Brandenburg Gate, rebuilt in 
2002 to symbolize renewed freedom, 
is located in what city?

A. Warsaw
B. Belgrade
C. Vienna
D. Berlin *
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16.Located in Agra, India, this mausoleum 
was built in memory of a beloved wife.

A. Taj Mahal *
B. Potala Palace
C. Palace of Versailles
D. Hagia Sophia

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/Taj_Mahal.htm
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17.Located in Istanbul, Turkey, this was 
the largest cathedral in the world for 
many years.  In 1453, it was converted 
into a mosque.

A. Hagia Sophia *
B. Kremlin
C. Basilica of St. Peter
D. Palace of Versailles

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/Hagia_Sophia.htm
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2. Iraq recently decided to postpone 
what important event?

A. Building a new bridge over the Tigris
B. Excavating the hanging gardens of Babylon
C. Nationwide elections *
D. Settlement of the control over Kirkuk’s oil
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3. There are large Kurdish population in 
many areas. Which area has the least? 

A. Turkey
B. Iran 
C. Palestine *
D. Syria
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4. Dubai recently has suffered for 
economic instability; which country 
has elected to help it with a $10 Billion 
loan?

A. Egypt
B. Israel
C. Saudi Arabia
D. Abu Dhabi *
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5. Which country has the Arab world‟s 
largest population?

A. Iran
B. Egypt *
C. Israel
D. Jordan
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7. Which country is the dominant power 
in OPEC?

A. Venezuela
B. Kuwait
C. Saudi Arabia  *
D. Iraq



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

8. Which country shares a 1,000 mile 
border with Iran?

A. Pakistan
B. Iraq *
C. Afghanistan
D. Syria
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10. The President of Iraq is a:

A. Kurd *
B. Shiite
C. Sunni
D. Wahabi
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11. The Prime Minister of Israel is:

A. Tzipi Livni
B. Ehud Olmert
C. Benjamin Netanyahu *
D. Moshe Dayan
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12. Nouri Al-Maliki is Iraq‟s:

A. President
B. Prime Minister *
C. Justice Minister
D. Treasury Secretary
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13. Which militant Islamic group is tied 
to Lebanon?

A. Hezbollah *
B. Taliban
C. Hamas
D. Fadl-Allāh
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Current Events

Academic WorldQuest 2010
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1. The Troubled Asset Relief Program 
(TARP) is :

A. a branch of the Salvation Army
B. a US government attempt to aid financial 
institutions *
C. a system to promote free trade
D. a US government plan to provide 
unemployment insurance
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3. Darfur is a troubled region in :

A. Iraq
B. Afghanistan
C. Sudan *
D. Argentina
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5. The “public option” is part of :

A. a healthcare reform *
B. a voting system
C. a tax issue
D. a seizure of private property
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7. Which President of the US has NOT 
won a Nobel Peace Prize ?

A. Barack Obama
B. Theodore Roosevelt
C. James Carter
D. George W. Bush *  
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8. Which of the following is NOT an 
Obama cabinet Secretary ?

A. Hillary Clinton
B. Joe Biden *
C. Timothy Geithner
D. Arne Duncan
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12. Which of the following is on trial by 
the United Nations war crimes 
tribunal ?

A. Manuel Zelaya
B. Radovan Karadzic * 
C. Robert Mugabe
D. Hamid Karzai
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13. From what African country do the 
pirates currently operate ?

A. Kenya
B. Zimbabwe
C. Somalia *
D. Libya
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16. The 2009 war in Gaza was fought 
between Israel and which of the 
following?

A. Hamas *
B. Fatah
C. Hezbollah
D. Taliban
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17. The Fort Hood massacre was 
perpetrated by which of the 
following ?

A. Osama bin Laden
B. Nidal Hasan *
C. Hosni Mubarak
D. Asif Ali Zardari
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19. Who has served in the United States 
Congress for more than 56 years?

A. Mitch McConnell
B. Olympia Snowe
C. Robert Byrd *
D. Harry Reid
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WWII Leaders and 

Important Events
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2.The evacuation of the British Army 
from France in 1940 occurred where? 

A. Calais
B. Dunkirk *
C. Normandy
D. Marseille
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3.The “Battle of Britain” was what kind 
of a battle?

A. Air *
B. Sea
C. Land
D. Air & Sea
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5.The “Munich Pact” allowed

A. Russia to annex part of Poland
B. German annexation of Austria
C. Italian annexation of Ethiopia
D. German annexation of part of 

Czechoslovakia *
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9.Who was Prime Minister of Great 
Britain during most of the War?

A. Winston Churchill *
B. Neville Chamberlain
C. Harold Wilson
D. Clement Atlee  
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13.The Allies broke what secret code(s) 
of which country(ies) during the war?

A. Japan only
B. Germany only
C. Japan & Germany *
D. None
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14.The Doolittle Raid on April 18, 1942 
was the:

A. First US air raid on Tokyo *
B. Raid on the Japanese in Singapore
C. First US air raid on Berlin
D. An attack on the Japanese Navy 
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16.The D-Day Landing on June 6, 1944 
was the landing of Allied troops at

A. Sicily
B. Normandy *
C. Marseille 
D. Netherlands
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18.The US dropped atomic bombs on 
which Japanese cities?

A. Tokyo & Osaka
B. Hiroshima & Kyoto
C. Hiroshima & Nagasaki *
D. Hiroshima & Osaka
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20.The Marshall Plan was

A. A treaty to grant independence to the 
peoples of Marshall Islands

B. A USA aid plan to grant monies for the 
rebuilding of Europe *

C. A military treaty with Germany
D. A support program for returning veterans
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22. War in Europe began on September 
1, 1939, when Germany  invaded what 
European country?

A. Czechoslovakia
B. Netherlands
C. Poland *
D. Belgium
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Current World 

Leaders
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2.Who is the Prime Minister of India?

A. Jairem Ramesh
B. Rajivh Gandhi
C. Ratal Bihan Vajpayee
D. Manmohan Singh *
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5. Who is the Premier of Italy?

A. Massimo Tartaglia
B. Albert Zangrillo
C. Silvio Berlusconi * 
D. Guino Rinaldivini
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6. Who is the current Secretary-General 
of the United Nations?

A. Sithu U Thant
B. Boutros Boutros-Ghali
C. Ban Ki-Moon * 
D. Kofi Atta Annan
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12. The spiritual Father of Iran's reform 
movement died December 2009. He 
was an important leader in the 1979 
Islamic Revolution. Who was this 
man?

A. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
B. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
C. Ayatollah Hossein Montezeri * 
D. Mir-Houssein Mousavi
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16. This man became President of Russia 
in 2009.

A. Vladimir Putin 
B. Robert Mugabe
C. Dmitry Medvedev *
D. Albert Grimaldi
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19. This leader is head of a South 
American country known for oil.   

A. Hugo Chavez *
B. Evo Morales 
C. Raul Castro 
D. Alan Garcia 
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20. This person has been Chancellor of 
Germany for three years.

A. Angela Merkel *
B. Nikolas Sarkosy
C. Benjamin Netanyahu
D. Kevin Rudd
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21. This man is the President of Iran.

A. Asif Ali Zadari
B. Nouri al Maliki
C. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad *
D. Hamid Karzai
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22. He has been President of China for 
six years.

A. Hu Jintao *
B. Lee Myung-bak
C. Akihito
D. Kim Jong Il



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

24. He has served as President of Mexico 
for the last two years.

A. Hugo Chavez
B. Vincente Fox 
C. Felipe Calderon *
D. Fidel Castro
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National Capitals
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1. Through which capital city does the 
River Seine flow? 

A. London
B. Rome
C. Helsinki
D. Paris *



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

3. Name the capital city of another 
country nearest to Washington D.C. 

A. Havana
B. Mexico City
C. Ottawa *
D. Lima



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

4. To which capital does the reference 
„Eternal City‟ refer?

A. Cairo
B. Rome *
C. Athens
D. Nicosia
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6. What is the capital city of the country 
in which the faith of Islam was 
created? 

A. Cairo
B. Jerusalem
C. Riyadh *
D. Damascus
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11. Vasco da Gama sailed from this 
capital to discover India, making 
Portugal one of the great nations of 
its time. What is the name of this 
capital? 

A. Amsterdam 
B. Madrid
C. Lisbon *
D. Warsaw
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12. In Hungary, the capital city is divided 
into two parts by the River Danube. 
In 1873 what was the name given to 
this capital of two parts? 

A. Buenos Aires
B. Budapest *
C. Prague 
D. Sarajevo
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18. A statue of a mermaid sits in this 
capital.

A. Copenhagen *
B. Canberra
C. Brussels
D. Vienna
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19. This national capital is sometimes 
called the European capital because 
the city houses main institutions of 
the European Union and is also the 
political seat of the NATO.

A. Budapest 
B. Berlin
C. Brussels *
D. Berne
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22. In ancient times, the pre-Columbian 
city of Tenochtitlán, was here.  Name 
the capital city.

A. Belmopan
B. San Jose
C. Mexico City *
D. Guadaljara
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27. Rabat is the capital of what nation?

A. Morocco *
B. Namibia 
C. Mozambique 
D. Niger
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Seaports
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1. Major world seaports are measured by 
container volume-specifically by TEUs 
(twenty-foot-equivalent units) AKA 
shipping containers. Which world 
seaport has the largest number of 
TEUs? 

A. Hong Kong *
B. Shanghai 
C. Rotterdam 
D. Los Angeles 



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

3. Which European City handles the 
largest number of TEUs? 

A. Rotterdam *
B. Antwerp 
C. Hamburg 
D. Bremerhaven 
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4. The port of Pusan handles the fifth 
most TEUs. What country is Pusan in? 

A. China
B. Malaysia
C. North Korea
D. South Korea *
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6. Laem Chabang is the ninth busiest 
major seaport. What country is it in?  

A. China
B. Taiwan 
C. Malaysia 
D. Thailand *
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7. Singapore and what Malaysian seaport 
are in the top twenty seaports? 

A. Port Klang *
B. Belem 
C. Salvador  
D. Santos 
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8. Which major seaport is not in South 
America? 

A. Port Gentil *
B. Belem 
C. Salvador  
D. Santos 
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10. In what country is the major seaport 
of Rabat located? 

A. Libya 
B. Algeria 
C. Tunisia  
D. Morocco *
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11. Which city is the busiest seaport in 
Japan? 

A. Osaka 
B. Sapporo 
C. Yokohama *
D. Dalian 
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13. What is the world‟s busiest port by 
cargo tonnage?

A. Rotterdam
B. Singapore *
C. Shenzhen
D. Hong Kong
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14. What Chinese city with a seaport, 
airport and inland port?

A. Shenzhen *
B. Singapore
C. Hong Kong
D. Beijing
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1. The Ashanti or Asante people live 
primarily  in which country? 

A. Algeria 
B. Ghana *
C. Mali 
D. Senegal 
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2. The Bantu people (Zulu and Shona) 
live primarily in which countries? 

A. Morocco & Tunisia 
B. Egypt & Libya 
C. Togo & Benin 
D. South Africa & Zimbabwe *
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4. The Fulani people live primarily in 
which part of Africa? 

A. Southern Africa 
B. Western Africa *
C. Eastern Africa 
D. Northern Africa  
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6. Masai people live primarily in which 
countries? 

A. Namibia & Angola 
B. Nigeria & Niger 
C. Kenya & Tanzania *
D. Ethiopia & Somalia 
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7. The Nubian people live primarily in 
which countries? 

A. Sudan & Egypt *
B. Botswana & Swaziland 
C. Lesotho & Mozambique 
D. Ivory Coast & Senegal 
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10. The Tuareg or "Blue Men" live 
primarily in which part of Africa? 

A. Mountains 
B. Desert *
C. Coastal  
D. Jungle 
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11. Tutsi people live primarily in which 
countries? 

A. Namibia, Botswana, South Africa 
B. Congo, Burundi, Rwanda *
C. Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco 
D. Mali, Benin, Niger
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12. The people indigenous to Peru were 
the: 

A. Aztec 
B. Mayan 
C. Inca *
D. Navajo 
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13. The majority of the people of Brazil 
speak which language? 

A. English 
B. Spanish 
C. Portuguese *
D. Dutch 
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14. Although this desert‟s name means a 
“waterless place”, parts of it receives over 
250 mm of erratic rainfall annually and is 
quite well vegetated. The San people, or 
Bushmen, have lived in this desert for 
20,000 years as hunter-gatherers. This 
desert is the:

A. Namib Desert B. Sahara Desert
C. Patagonia Desert     D. Kalahari Desert *
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1. Peninsula on the north side of the 
Black Sea, in Ukraine, and location of 
major Russian naval base is:  

A. Sochi 
B. Yalta 
C. Odessa  
D. Crimea *
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2. The biggest and westernmost island in 
Indonesia is: 

A. Bali
B. Sumatra *
C. Timor
D. Java 
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3. Which is the northernmost of the 
following seas? 

A. Beaufort *
B. Baltic 
C. Okhotsk 
D. Andaman 
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4. This Siberian Lake, the deepest in the 
world is: 

A. Ural 
B. Sakhalin 
C. Aral  
D. Baikal *
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6. Which one of these Russian rivers does 
NOT flow into the Arctic Ocean? 

A. Ob
B. Volga *
C. Yenisey
D. Lena
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7. Which one of the following deserts lies 
in southern Africa? 

A. Sahara
B. Kalahari *
C. Tanami 
D. Karakum 
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9. The deepest point in the world‟s 
oceans lies in 

A. The Western Pacific *
B. The Northern Atlantic  
C. The Arctic Ocean  
D. The South Atlantic   



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

13. Were it not for the Suez Canal, ships 
going from Europe to Asia would have 
to round

A. Cape Horn 
B. Cape Verde
C. Cape of Good Hope *
D. Cape Race
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15. Which one of the following rivers is 
not in Florida? 

A. Suwanee River 
B. Oklawaha River 
C. Myakka River 
D. Coosawatchie River *
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19. The eruption of this volcanic 
mountain in the Philippine Islands in 
the 1990‟s impacted the world‟s 
climate.  What is the name of this 
volcanic mountain?

A. Mt. Erebus
B. Mt. Pinatubo *
C. Mt. Kenya
D. Mt. Ararat
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1. The pledge of allegiance to the 
American flag was written for children 
in 1892 to commemorate celebration 
of what holiday?

A. Fourth of July
B. Columbus Day *
C. Washington’s Birthday
D. Lincoln’s Birthday

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Flags of Countries



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

1. Which of these ancient monuments 
was not one of the Seven Wonders of 
the Ancient World?

A. Mausoleum of Halicarnassus
B. Temple of Artemis
C. Parthenon *
D. Colossus of Rhodes

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Monuments and Landmarks
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9. Iraq recently signed oil contracts with 
US, British and Chinese Companies. It 
expects to surpass which country in oil 
revenues?

A. Kuwait
B. Egypt
C. Saudi Arabia
D. Iran *

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Middle East
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9. President Obama‟s domestic agenda 
does NOT include which of the 
following :

A. lessening  climate change
B. healthcare reform
C. breaking the power of organized labor *
D. regulation of financial institutions

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Current Events
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4.The “Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact” was 
between

A. Russia & England
B. Germany & Italy
C. Russia and Germany *
D. Austria & Czechoslovakia

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – WWII Leaders and Important Events
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1. Who is the current President of 
Nigeria?

A. Goodluck Jonathan
B. Dora Akunyili
C. Yar'Adua * 
D. Sani Abacha

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Current World Leaders
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21. This capital city is the largest in its 
country.  It is well known for the 
Petronas Twin Towers, one of the 
tallest buildings in the world.

A. Lisbon 
B. Istanbul 
C. Kathmandu 
D. Kuala Lumpur *

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – National Capitals
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5. Which seaport in the Middle East/Asia 
handles the most TEUs?  

A. Mumbai
B. Kuwait
C. Karachi 
D. Dubai *

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Major Word Seaports
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8. The Ndebele or Matabele people split 
from which other tribe? 

A. Amhara 
B. Baka 
C. Hadza 
D. Zulu *

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Peoples of Africa and South America
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11. The Skagerrak and the Kattegat are 
straits separating 

A. Denmark from Norway and Sweden *
B. Finland from Russia and Estonia  
C. Germany from Poland and Latvia  
D. Armenia from Turkey and Georgia  

Tie-Breaker Round 1 – Geographic Landforms
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9. Switzerland has a square flag. Which is      
the only other nation with a square 
flag?

A. Uganda
B. Vatican City *
C. Ukraine
D. Uruguay

Tie-Breaker Round 2– Flags of Countries
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13.In what period was the Great Pyramid 
of Giza built in ancient Egypt?

A. 4,000’s BC
B. 3,000’s BC
C. 2,000’s BC *
D. 1,000’s BC

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Monuments and Landmarks
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6. France has a large Muslim population; 
most of whom come from which 
country?

A. Morocco
B. Gibraltar
C. Algeria *
D. Tunisia

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Middle East
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18. Which state governor has been 
charged with multiple ethics 
violations? 

A. Rick Perry of Texas
B. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana
C. Haley Barbour of Mississippi
D. Mark Sanford of South Carolina *

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Current Events
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10.How many of the 8 battleships 
anchored at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941 were sunk or 
damaged by the Japanese raid? 

A. None
B. Three
C. Six
D. All *

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – WWII Leaders and Important Events
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10. Who is the president of Argentina?

A. Raul Alfonsin
B. Christina Fernandez * 
C. Eduardo Camafio
D. Federico Puerta

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Current World Leaders



"Promoting Global  Awareness"

Sponsored by the Naples Council on 
World Affairs  

Academic WorldQuest 2010

24. This country‟s capital is named for a 
word meaning “smoky bay” because 
of the hot steam rising from the 
abundant geothermal springs.

A. Reykjavik *
B. Oslo 
C. Stockholm 
D. Helsinki

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – National Capitals
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15.The Lemba are members of an ancient 
Jewish sect who genetically have 
more “Jewish” DNA than most Israelis 
today.  The African country in this 
which group is found:

A. Zimbabwe *
B. Namibia
C. Mozambique
D. Kenya

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Peoples of Africa and South America
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18. The vast, flat stretches of ocean floor 
are called  

A. Abyssal plains *
B. Plateaus 
C. Rises 
D. Shelfs 

Tie-Breaker Round 2 – Geographic Landforms 
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